The Regular Monthly Meeting of Dupont Borough Council was called to order at 7:00pm on Tuesday, July 14, 2020 by President of Council Stanley Knick.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: 
Mr. Knick – Present					Mr. Kowalczyk – Present
Mr. Karkut - Present					Mr. Price – Present
Mr. Jones - Present					Mayor Lello – Present

Mr. Knick called for a brief executive session for personnel and legal matters.

MOTION TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 9, 2020 REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL AND PLACE ON FILE.
[bookmark: _Hlk45695065]Motion: Mr. Kowalczyk
Second: Mr. Karkut
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes;  Mr. Kowalczyk, yes;  Mr. Karkut, yes;  Mr. Price, yes;  Mr. Jones, yes.  Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO ACCEPT THE CORRESPONDENCE PRESENTED.
Motion: Mr. Karkut
Second: Mr. Jones
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes;  Mr. Kowalczyk, yes;  Mr. Karkut, yes;  Mr. Price, yes;  Mr. Jones, yes.  Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO APPROVE THE BILLS FOR PAYMENT.
Motion: Mr. Price
Second: Mr. Karkut
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes;  Mr. Kowalczyk, yes;  Mr. Karkut, yes;  Mr. Price, yes;  Mr. Jones, yes.  Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO APPOINT THE PART TIME POLICE OFFICERS FROM JULY 14, 2020 TO THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL WITH NO GUARANTEE OF WORK:  Duane Saunders, Jennifer Polemitis, Thomas Sheehan, Christopher Fargione, Robert Avvisato, Thomas Rushnak, Donald MacRae, Christopher Smith, Michael Sniscak, Jacob Paolinis.  
Motion: Mr. Kowalczyk
Second: Mr. Karkut
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes;  Mr. Kowalczyk, yes;  Mr. Karkut, yes;  Mr. Price, yes;  Mr. Jones, yes.  Motion Carried 5/0.





REPORTS:  
Treasurer’s Report:   Submitted by Albert B. Melone Company, CPA
General Fund - $153,880.04
Payroll Fund - $6,563.74
Admin Debit Card - $176.29
Police Debit Card - $233.56
Refuse Fund - $93,663.36
Sewer Maintenance Fund - $426,214.88
Liquid Fuels Fund - $158,998.52
Police Pension Fund - $941,696.05
Town Clock - $312.19
Special Fund - $195,017.17

Tax Collectors Report:  Susan Gregory reported the following:
Month of June $13,171.43 deposited into the Borough General Fund.

Mayor Report:   Not at this time.

Police Report:  Chief Doran read the June 2020 statistical report as follows:  criminal arrests-1; traffic citations issued-133; non traffic citations issued-7; appearances in magisterial court-19; motor vehicle accidents-7; assist to MS/FIRE-4; assist to other police dept.-4; alarms-2; burglaries-1 (attempt); thefts-4; vandalism-3; disorderly conduct-5; suspicious activity-4; assault/harassment-3; miscellaneous calls-24; building checks-64; code enforcement-13.  Mileage:  explorer-46,255;  Taurus-76,650; F150-19,083.  Magistrate fines collected - $2,981.49.

Solicitor:  No Report.

Engineer: Bob Naegele reported on the following:  (1) Walnut Street Culvert Project – DEP has submitted a few comments with regard to permit application and additional information needed on hydraulics analysis. Once they accept that we will be ready to bid with a date of August or September.   That is under the multimodal grant.  (2) Almond Street  and Surround Area Project – working on design and surveys (3) Architect – Building Remodeling project – working with the architect and Patty has been in contact with him also and a meeting is scheduled for Thursday to go over the rebidding of the project scope of work (4) Runway Extention and FEMA -  Bob explained he received an email and to be honest does not have a lot of information on this.  It looks like somehow FEMA did not account for the realignment of the stream or the Airport filing of the proper paperwork and it was not picked up, we are not sure at this point.  The files dating back to the extension are not available.  Bob is trying to help the consultant, but they may have to reach out to FEMA.  Stan added they contacted him also and he was going to ask Bob about it.  Bob said it is unfortunate situation but it falls back on the consultant to sift through the information he can find.  Bob feels there is no burden on the Borough and he will keep the Borough up to date on this if needed.   Bob noted there was a lot of information in the email and he will read through it to see what we can provide to assist them.  Mr. Posly asked about the conversation on the runway extention.  Bob explained this is the runway extention from about 30 years ago.  Mr. Posly asked which one.   Bob stated he does not know it by name or number but believes it is the main runway.  Bob explained to Mr. Posly that 30 years ago with the extension project they had to move the stream.  That affected the flood study.  There is a consultant up there working for the airport to put in another access road and they need to get across the stream so they are wondering if the flood information is correct because it appears they did not pick up the realignment of the stream.  We are not sure how that happened.  (5)  UGI applied for a DEP permit basically to get the gas line underneath one of the streams.  (6) Army Corps inspection on Mill Creek occurred earlier this month. Before the meeting, Bob met with Ken Rauch Contracting regarding the remaining repairs.  The Army Corp asked us to repair one section of concrete slab instead of doing additional grouting.
Ken Rauch is on board with it.  There is enough money.  We do not know the exact extent of the cost yet, but there is enough to cover it and whatever is left can go toward joint sealing.  He was unable to give me an exact number because there was too much water in the stream to see exactly how many feet downstream we need to cut.  When it dries out he will measure and give us an idea of cost.  Stan agrees that concrete work is a priority.  (7) Water Company Project – met with them last week.  They were supposed to start on the 13th.  Any day now we are expecting the work.  They will start between the tracks and then toward Ziegler.  They are estimating 60 days, that is pretty aggressive.  (8)  Two plans submitted to the Borough for review from the county, one is a proposed aviation hangar at the airport next to the existing state police hangar.   Not a lot of information on the plans.   The county asked us for comments, but I did not see any correspondence from them with comments.   I would be concerned on where the sewer and stormwater is going.  The other one is the GIP Ventures which is up in the industrial park.  That is split between the Dupont line and Pittston Township line.  I would say 40% is in Dupont and 60% in Township.  Unfortunately in this case, Luzerne County has basically waived their approval process and gave the jurisdiction to Pittston Township.  My concern with that is it leaves Dupont unprotected.  They did have their engineer review it, they did have comments, but Dupont does not have the county saying we are going to make them react to those comments.  They are passing the jurisdiction over to Pittston Township.   Bob suggested getting with Pittston Township to discuss traffic concerns, sewer concerns, stormwater concerns to make sure we are covered.    It is similar to what we went through with the FedEx project.   Stan noted there is a motion to issue comments.  (9) Traffic control for Grove Street just came in within the last hour, he hasn’t reviewed it yet.

Code Enforcement:   Nothing

Crime Watch:  Bob Price noted last month’s meeting was held in person in chambers.  Decent attendance.  The next meeting is here on the 28th of July at 7:00 pending any changes from the state.  Right now there are no projects or events this year with the current situation but we will hold meetings to hear comments and get together to discuss what is happening in town.




Council President Report:  Mr. Knick noted the following:  Trash -    75.12   tons;  Comingle -  10.43   tons; and Paper -  11.98   tons.    Mileage:  Packer 58,920;  Recycler 4,846;  Mack  2279;    C3500 – 69,614;     F550 -  26,200.   2020 Chevy – 100 miles.   The new truck has a bullet hole and J & M is working with the insurance company on an estimate.   Our deductible is $500  and the $388.45 was the claim amount from insurance.  Stan talked about fireworks complaints and asked the solicitor to look and review the ordinance.

MOTION TO ACCEPT THE REPORTS PRESENTED.
Motion:  Mr. Karkut
Second: Mr. Jones 
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes;  Mr. Kowalczyk, yes;  Mr. Karkut, yes;  Mr. Price, yes;  Mr. Jones, yes.  Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO APPROVE THE ORDINANCE NO.  2 OF 2020 APPROVING THE AGREEMENT AND PARTICIPATION OF THE DUPONT POLICE DEPARTMENT WITH THE LUZERNE COUNTY DUI TASK FORCE AND LUZERNE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEYS OFFICE
Motion: Mr. Price
With no second, Patty asked Chief Doran to explain this motion to Council. Chief Doran noted that two or three of the officers have been participating in this for years.  It was under Catholic Social Services.  Two or three officers are involved in the checkpoints.   The District Attorney’s office is now taking over the program.  
Mr. Knick called for a Second:  Mr. Jones
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes;  Mr. Kowalczyk, yes;  Mr. Karkut, yes;  Mr. Price, yes;  Mr. Jones, yes.  Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO APPROVE ORDINANCE NO. 3 OF 2020 APPROVING THE AGREEMENT AND PARTICIPATION OF THE DUPONT POLICE DEPARTMENT WITH THE LUZERNE COUNTY DRUG TASK FORCE, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL AND LUZERNE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE.  
Patty explained this is the same as previous motion.  Chief Doran added the officers have been involved in the past in this program.  If we have a problem area, the District Attorney Drug Task Force assistance is beneficial with vehicle and personnel.  Mr. Kowalczyk discussed this process with the Chief and what he has seen with their process.  It is complex, and they come in and are professional.  We have a young force and don’t have the manpower.   Chief Doran said they basically assist us.  If we get a complaint, they follow up.  Our involvement is preview to what needs to take place.  Chief noted it is for funding for overtime for police and checking problem areas.  It is a source of funding.   Mark stated they are still called in.    Mrs. Hansen commented.
Motion:  Mr. Price
Second:  Mr. Karkut
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes;  Mr. Kowalczyk, yes;  Mr. Karkut, yes;  Mr. Price, yes;  Mr. Jones, yes.  Motion Carried 5/0.


MOTION TO LOOK INTO POLICE BODY CAMERAS -  Whether an ordinance or policy is required for them.  
Motion:  Mr. Jones
Second: Mr. Karkut
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes;  Mr. Kowalczyk, yes;  Mr. Karkut, yes;  Mr. Price, yes;  Mr. Jones, yes.  Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO APPROVE SOLICITOR REVIEW LEGAL ASPECTS OF APPROVING BHW AND CODE ENFORCEMENT WORKING TOGETHER ON RENTAL PROPERTY COMPLAINTS UNDER PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE 2015 AND DUPONT BOROUGH QUALITY OF LIFE ORDINANCE
INCLUDING FEES FOR INSPECTION TO BE PAID BY PROPERTY OWNERS
Motion:  Mr. Jones
Mrs. Hansen, 11 Ivy Lane, commented as previous code enforcement officer she agrees that it would have been very helpful if we had someone to go into a building and inspect it.  There would be several buildings in Dupont that would have been shut down if someone had the training and went in and did exactly what you area asking BHW to do.   Mr. Knick stated there are some problem areas, but our hands are tied.   Now we can take people to court and it will make the community better.   It has to be done the right way.   Our hands are tied.   People don’t want to be living next to some of these places.   Mr. Price asked if BHW is charging a monthly fee.  Mr. Knick responded it will be as needed.   Erik stated you do not want to look at a monthly fee, that is extremely, expensive.
Second:  Mr. Price
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes;  Mr. Kowalczyk, yes;  Mr. Karkut, yes;  Mr. Price, yes;  Mr. Jones, yes.  Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO COMPLETE SURVEYS FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM FOR PAVING OF THE FOLLOWING STREETS:  Gill, Hill, Highland    or Liberty, Harding, Bridge, Monroe and Part of Center where gas mains are complete.   List of streets and scope of work to be submitted by August 2020.
Patty addressed council as to what streets or area they want to submit for paving.   Mr. Kowalczyk asked if we still have paving funds from the bridge.  Patty explained this $100,000 is from community development.   Mr. Kowalczyk noted the bridge money was supposed to be used to pave Gill and Hill.  Patty added that money was to be used as a match for multimodal grant funds to pave several streets.

Motion:   Mr. Kowalczyk made the following motion to use community development funds for Liberty, Harding, Bridge, Monroe and part of Center.  
Second:  Mr. Price
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes;  Mr. Kowalczyk, yes;  Mr. Karkut, yes;  Mr. Price, yes;  Mr. Jones, yes.  Motion Carried 5/0.




MOTION TO HAVE SOLICITOR REVIEW THE CURRENT FIREWORK ORDINANCE 
Motion:  Mr. Price
Second: Mr. Karkut
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes;  Mr. Kowalczyk, yes;  Mr. Karkut, yes;  Mr. Price, yes;  Mr. Jones, yes.  Motion Carried 5/0.

Erik asked what happened?  Mrs. Hansen, 11 Ivy Lane stated they are still happening since memorial day.   Stan added day after day after day.   Mr. Price brought up the letter to the Legislature that is being suggested.  Mrs. Hansen stated Wilkes-Barre and Scranton are doing letters.   Patty advised Erik she will provide him with a copy of the letter from Wilkes-Barre.

MOTION TO SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS REGARDING TWO PROJECTS:
(1) Gip Ventures LLC, Sathers and Commerce for warehouse and parking
(2) Aviation Technologies Hanger 
Patty asked if Council wants a meeting set up with Pittston Township to discuss the project.
Mr. Knick stated yes and Bob to attend and any council members that would like to attend.
Motion: Mr. Jones
Second:  Mr. Karkut
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes;  Mr. Kowalczyk, yes;  Mr. Karkut, yes;  Mr. Price, yes;  Mr. Jones, yes.  Motion Carried 5/0.

Mr. Kowalczyk asked about the motion for the dump insert and whether a motion is needed.  Mr. Knick stated we received the quote, and no motion is needed.  We will decide on the quote, we have til spring.

MOTION TO RESPOND TO REQUEST FOR COMMENTS ON PROPOSAL TO EXTEND FACE PERIOD OF 2020 COUNTY MUNICIPAL TAXES FROM AUGUST 18, 2020 TO DECEMBER 31, 2020 AND WHAT EFFECTS IT WOULD HAVE ON THE BOROUGH/TAX COLLECTOR
Mr. Knick suggested sending a response to the county that we oppose the extention
Motion to oppose:  Mr. Karkut
Second: Mr. Jones
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes;  Mr. Kowalczyk, yes;  Mr. Karkut, yes;  Mr. Price, yes;  Mr. Jones, yes.  Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION APPROVING CONCRETE REPAIRS TO UPPER CHANNEL AS PER MILL CREEK INSPECTION REPORT AND GROUTING IF FUNDS AVAILABLE
Motion:  Mr. Karkut
Second:  Mr. Jones
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes;  Mr. Kowalczyk, yes;  Mr. Karkut, yes;  Mr. Price, yes;  Mr. Jones, yes.  Motion Carried 5/0.




Matters from Residents:

George Jendrey, Wyoming Avenue/Coolidge Street -  Did Mr. Kuna get anything back from any of the meetings so far at LLVSA regarding the backup issues.  We had the guys from LLVSA come down Coolidge Street to survey what is going on.  They talked to Bob Devlin.  They said they would get back to me but never did.    Mr. Knick stated he has not spoken to Mr. Kuna but will reach out to him and see what is going on.  If not he will call LLVSA.

Lou Posly, Lidy Road -  Did you meet with the engineer from the airport about opening the gates.  Mr. Knick stated Council made a motion that they don’t want it open.  Mr. Posly asked when.   Mr. Knick said a year ago.  Mr. Posly stated people on Lidy Road signed a petition and they pay taxes too.   Mr. Knick stated he understands that but it is not feasible with the monies that we have to put into it.   Mr. Posly stated you don’t know how much until you meet with the engineer.   Mr. Knick stated it has to be widened, drainage, and there are other streets in town that have to be fixed.    Bob Naegele stated there was reasons they didn’t  open it the first time. 
One was safety, turning radius and other issues.  There is reasons they gated it.  Mr. Posly asked why did they open it up during past airshows and cars coming down Lidy Road.  They also had it open other times when it was open for months.   

Mr. Knick called for a motion to revisit opening the gates.     MOTION FAILED.

Mr. Knick noted he was at the airport about a year or more ago.  This is brought up over and over.  It has to be a year or more because Mrs. Hansen was on council.    

Mr. Posly asked how we are doing with the proposal to take the school down and put up the building.  Mr. Knick stated it has been transferred and demolition should start within the next month or so.   Everything has been closed during the recent health crisis.   It should be starting in August.  Mr. Posly then asked about who can apply for the apartments.  Mr. Posly talked about Luzerne County, Tax Payer Money, and Patty added there is an application process.
Erik noted the rules are in place you can contact Luzerne County Housing Authority for more details.  We conveyed the land, Luzerne County Housing owns it, and you can call them to find out what the rules are.   

Mrs. Hansen, 11 Ivy Lane, - Thanked council for looking into fireworks issue.  It is a problem.  They are still going off.  Mrs. Hansen thanked the fire department, especially the Chief who she contacted numerous occasions  for a parade, and he never said no.   Mrs. Hansen thanked the Borough and Police Department also for participating.  Thank you for doing it for the kids. It was very much appreciated.  Mr. Knick stated it was the right thing to do.  Mrs. Hansen added it was the right thing to do and he never said he couldn’t do it.    The residents in her development were grateful and Mrs. Hansen thanked Patty also because she has been contacting the office about situations in the development and she has been very helpful.  She appreciates it.

George Jendrey, Wyoming/Coolidge Street – He understands it may be 20 years before they widen Interstate 81.  Is there any way we can verbally discuss with Representative Carroll who is on the transportation committee to see if we have another incident like today with the highway closed temporarily that would help alleviate the problems.  Mr. Knick stated that is in the planning.  Mr. Jendrey is not talking about the high speed transfer, he is talking about activating the signs above Clarks Summit saying avoid traffic issues get on Turnpike.   Mr. Knick will talk with Representative Carroll.

Matters from Council and Mayor.

Mr. Jones – Reminder the public works employees start at 6am so residents should have the trash and recycling out the night before.

Mr. Kowalczyk – No.
Mr. Karkut – No.
Mr. Price – No.
Mr. Knick – No.

Mayor Lello – Food distribution for July 23rd will be held at the Holy Mother of Sorrows Church hall.  It begins at 9:00 am and pickup will be at Noon.  If anyone is available to help out, it would be appreciated.

Motion to Adjourn.  Unanimous.

Respectfully submitted, 					Adopted and Approved,


Patricia McDonald						Stanley Knick Jr.
Secretary							Council President 
